
Transform It!
The Carbon Market, offsets/compensation, sustainability and the circular economy.

Key projects
Transforming CO2 emission reduction schemes and carbon offset ideas into realizable projects.

Short text
Over 10 workshop sessions, about 8 students where able to get an overview of carbon
reduction strategies  compensation strategies as well as get the basics of  Carbon markets and
carbon offsets. The other part of the course was designed to enable participants get the best
practices circularity and carbon compensation projects within the context of developing
countries with a connection to the various global carbon standards. The goal of the course was
to give students the skills to work within sustainable projects and topics, reason why the course
ended with students designing their own viable carbon offset projects or map a corporate
sustainability scheme in a given scope and present to the rest of the class.
This project was carried out by Tanyi Franç-Martial and Nubaira Nova, 2 masters student from
the MIDE Program.

Here is the detailed project overview

Course perspectives, feedback & outcomes

With current trends in the global warming debate, climate justice, CO2 reduction strategies as
well as economies striving for a more circular economy, the course involved a lot of debates and
participation from students concerning their various points of view.  While moving from the
general case studies of climate impact and actions in Germany and the EU, participants also
had the chance to compare climate mitigation policies in other parts of the world. Another part of
the course was to empower the students with an understanding of how different carbon markets
work. In doing so, participants were able to not only understand the European carbon credit
market ( EU emissions trading system-EU ETS), but were also able to approximately determine
various footprint profiles at country, city, corporate, household, and personal levels using
recommended specific tools. This was important as it gave them the required skills to work as
corporate social responsibility coordinators for industries, sustainability officers for organizations
as well as policymakers at a global level.

Participants also had a review of case studies in various industries like the aviation and fashion
industries to understand how these industries tackle the global warming problem.



Topics covered in the course included carbon compensation, carbon markets, Global mitigation
strategies, carbon offset standards, carbon footprint profiles, Berlin sustainability review,
sustainability in developing countries, recycling, energy transition as well as the circular
economy.
The course as well highlighted the following question;

1. How could a carbon offset scheme be implemented in developing countries?

2. What are the risks to be considered when carrying out a compensation project?

3. What are the benefits of various compensation projects?

4. Climate change, who is responsible?

5. How do companies in Europe interact within the carbon market?

6. How do specific industries fight against or contribute to global warming

7. How can I estimate a company's carbon footprint emission?

8. What are the various ways that exist for companies to compensate for their externalities?

9. Why do developing countries suffer the effect of climate change more than developed
countries?

10. Is recycling really sustainable?

11. How can an economy gradually transition to cleaner energy?

It is worth mentioning that students had the chance to exchange with an actor in the field of
policy-making from the Berlin city administration over a guest speaker session. Kyra Reiter,
Sustainability officer from the Berlin Convention Office was happy to discuss with participants on
actions taken in Berlin to make the city greener as well as to make events in the city more
sustainable. Students also had the opportunity to connect with Kyra for eventual job
opportunities within the city in case they may be interested in having some working experience
in the field of sustainability.

General feedback from students:  Most of the students loved the topics as well as the questions
brought upon for debate. Some were already working within the field of sustainability so could
understand the topics and were active participants.
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At the end of the course, students had the opportunity to apply all the practical skills learned
during the course by gathering ideas and working on offset projects of their own and later
presenting it to other participants.




